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6 April 2008

To Presidents of all World WIZO Federations

Dear Chaverot, 

	It is that time of the year again. Spring is in the air and the trees are in blossom. Every where you go, you see bright vibrant colours so different than those of the winter. It is also getting much warmer.  This also means that Pesach is around the corner and soon we will sit with our families to retell the story of Yetziat Mitzraim.
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As described in the Book of Exodus, Passover marks the birth of the "Children of Israel" who became the Jewish nation, as the Jews were liberated from Pharaoh's slavery and allowed to become followers of God instead.

This year is a very special and blessed year, much more significant, as soon after, we will be celebrating Israel's 60th Anniversary. We have so much to be thankful for that I think it is important, during the reading of the Hagada for us to connect the past with the present and remember those who may not be able to celebrate as we do.

When we ask : What makes this night different from all [other] nights?:– let us remember  the Residents of Sderot and the region and wish that they be able to enjoy a "Colour Red" free Seder Meal and a visit from Eliyahu HaNavi and  not from Kassams. May the injured be able to sit with their families and forget for a few hours the pain and rehabilitation they are undergoing. 

When we read "This is what has stood by our fathers and us! For not just one alone has risen against us to destroy us, but in every generation they rise against us to destroy us; and the Holy One, blessed be He, saves us from their hand!" let us remember that Anti-Semitism and Anti-Zionism still exist and that Israel and the Jewish People are still facing danger.

When we call out "Let my People Go", let us hope that the Hamas and Hizbollah will hear and like Pharaoh generations ago - they will release Gilad Shalit, Eldad Regev and Ehud Goldwasser. 

When we chant "To the next year in Jerusalem" and "Yibneh beito bekarov" let us pray that every Jew who wants to may be able to make aliyah and settle in Israel,  and may the lives of the vulnerable and the poor in Israel improve.

May God continue to grant WIZO and its chaverot the ability to make the impossible possible, and to turn dreams into reality for its service recipients all over Israel.

Pesach Sameach to you and your families.

Yours sincerely,
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Helena Glaser

President

World WIZO
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